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I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 
Thieves, Supercargoes, Sharpers, and Directors, 


Pope. 





——— 


STATE TRIALS—REPORTED TUMULITS—&c. 





‘Tis all a libel !—Paxton, sir, will sav :— 
Not yet, my friend! to-morrow, faith, ic may 
And for that very cause I print to-day.—Pcre. 





Tua Ministry, in their anxious desire to preserve uninjured 
the emoluments of office, would indict a mouse for high treason, 
if it was caught nibbling at the candle-ends and cheese-parings 
in Downing Strect. No one must pass the boundaries of the 
law---but themselves :---no one must give vent to any un- 
pleasant feclings---but themselves. THEY, indeed, are pri- 
vileged to suspend all laws, or to abrogate them by the intro- 
duction of others :---but woe be tothat man who shall imagine 
himself at. liberty to follow the example of Lord Castlereagh, 
and his meritorious colleagues. We can hardly contemplate 
with temper the prodigies that surround us: and we almost 
doubt whether we exist.in a world of reality, or whether we 
are entranced in some horrid dream, in which every faculty 
is harrowed up with horror, and indignation. All that is pre- 
sented to our view is of a foreign complexion, There is nothing 
English in the images that pass.in review before us, as far as 
the Ministers are concerned. The abuses of past ages, and the 
legislation of distant countries, are congregating in every di- 
rection ; and English laws, inglish manners, English genero- 
sity, and English intelligence, are removing to the shore 
where lingers the last solace of humanity---cmigrating hope. 

It is a singular circumstance in a2 free country, to see the 
same persons persecuted by the ministry, aad compassionated 
What must be the feclings of the adminis- 


tration, if they have any feelings, to hear the demonstration 


by the populace. 


oi public sentiment in favour of the poor men whoni they wish 
to represent as having most criminally plotted against the 
public weal? What can occasion this difference of opinion ? 
Are the public themselves no longer interested in the preser- 


vation af public order? This would be impossible. Society 





can never wish to loosen the bonds that are essential for its 
preservation. It must therefore be the opinion of society, that 
these men have not been guilty of the crimes laid to their 
charge ; or that, being guilty, the means by which they hoped 
to effect their designs were so contemptible, as to render 
them objects of pity, rather than subjects for persecution. 
But, still, with this opinion of them, had they been arraigned 
by Ministers possessing the public confidence, the public 
would have waited patiently for the result, before their opinion 
had been expressed---they would have reposed sufficient trust 
in the Ministers of the Crown, to believe that there were at 
least some ground for their proceedings. ‘The deference due 
to the existing authoritics would have procured this mark of 
respect. But our Ministers can command none. ‘They are 
themselves considered by too many as conspirators against 
the laws, which they accuse these poor men of an intention to 
subvert ; and which they have actually destroyed, to prevent, 
perhaps, their destruction by the hand of treason; but to the 
nation it is matter of little moment whether a Watson or a 
Castlereagh is the agent of the subversion of that Constitution 
which it has been our boast to possess---which it should have 
been our pride to protect against the designs either of the 
Minister, or the suffering victim of misfortune and distress. 
But the Minister is the man from whom we have had the most 
to apprehend ; and he should have been the object of the 
greater jealousy. ‘The poc’ murmurer against a system of 
which every honest man has ample reason to complain, could 
eflect little against its operation—nothing against the public 
peace, supposing he had been armed with all the power of a 
mischievous intention. But the Minister who harbours a 
treacherous design against the laws that might call him to 
a terrible account, is possessed of means poweriul enough to 
subvert them, and to render their terrors a nullity as it respects 
himself, while he may introduce others to tranfer punishment 
to those who are his enemies, and must be so, if they have 


any affection for the Constitution ef they fathers, 
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Yo some tyrannics, corrption has been the master spell, and 
submission, and slavery, have been purchased in the market- 
place of infamy and degradation. in others, tyrannical and 
overwhelming imposts have weighed down the energies of the 
human mind, and rivetted the unhappy sufferers to the rack of 
‘eternal toil, and the burden of unrecompensed labour. In others, 
partial and oppressive laws have uphcld despotism, by con- 
fining genius, and preventing inquiry. In others, standing 
armies have overawed popular opinion, and chastised into 
that would have 


silence the murmurs, “ not loud, but deep,’ 
risen in appeal to the God of nature, against the oppressors of 
mankind. In others, an army---more dangerous, perhaps, 
than the military force that is openly arrayed in arms against 
liberty---an army of spies and informers, entering into the 


recesses of the unfortunate, and fanning the discontent of 


misery into the flame ‘of sedition, and sapping the foundation 
‘of social confidenee between man and man, has succeeded in 
supporting the arm of oppression, by sowing distrust amongst 
the oppressed.---One of these plagues has generally heen 
dcemed sufficient in other ages, and other countries, to bend 
public spirit, to crush public opinion, and fix the altar of des- 
potism upon the ruins of the human mind. 

The elasticity of the English character, however, always 
strong enough to defeat any attempt to chain it down by any 
one of these methods, has at last been reduced to the necessity 
of entering into a struggle with them allcombined. By what 


satisfied, or appeased, but by their dismissal; for to them is at- 
tributed all the evils under which we labour, and from them no 
palliative or remedy can be expected, or would even be re- 
ceived, 

The present administration can awaken no public feeling 
whatever in their favour: and whether rightly, or otherwise, 
they are accused of having been the authors of all the alarms 
that have been spread of treason to the state. Their own 
documents have furnished some reason for this charge ; and 
the report presented by the new committee of the o/d ministe- 
rial meu, upon the proposed continued Suspension of t’e 
[Tabeas Corpus, confirms the suspicion that Ministers have 
been more intimate with the cause of the treason, than become; 
itheir offices. It is there confessed that SPIES have encov- 
RAGED THE DISCONTENTS; that they went into the societies of 
the distressed to gather information, and that, to render the’ 
information more important, they have not only inflamed the 
passions irritatel by despair and misery, but EXAC 
GERATED the INFLAMED STATEMENTS, which the) 
had themselves ORIGINATED. Now, who employed thes: 
spies ? Why should the spies wish to have the discontents ergg - 


i gerated? ‘Lhe office of a spy is not one that any man, even tlie 


most contemptible and unprincipled, would undertake gra- 
tuitously, or as a volunteer. No man would so far forfeit his 
own esteem, or the esteem of others, as to act such a debased 
and infamous part, without having been first degraded by 


mistaken fatality this order of things should have been per-] guilt, and induced by his necessities, to sell his reputation to 


permitted to exist, we know not ; but certain it is, that it does 
exist; andthatif we are not in earnest in our endeavours toshake 
it off, it will be entailed upon us for ever, Our Ministers are 
compelled to confess, that they CANNOT GOVERN BY 
TILE LAWS ; and they have the insolence to come forward 


to demand permission to govern WITHOUT, and AGAINST. 


the laws. ‘Their confession is a proof either of their GUILT, 
or their IMPOTENCE. ‘They have either excited a personal 


hostility to themselves, by their misconduct. or they are incom-' 


petent through imbecility of mind, to conduct the affairs of the 
State in a satisfactory manner. In either case they should be 
1cmoved; and if it were impossible to prove any thing against 
them to warrant animpeachment (which is not our opinion), the 
fact of their presuming to retain their places, when they fcel 
they cannot govern the nation by the Constitution which they 
have sworn ‘to uphold, isan evidence against them that cannet 
be resisted, and which calls forthe most marked condemnation. 

It is our firm conviction, that the Ministers believe there is 
no disaflection to be dreaded which has for its object the subver- 
sion of the state. But they know that against themselves, and 
against their measures, there does exist a strong discontent, and 


i they please they may call it a disaffection, which will not be 


such aninfernal agency. But supposing all this, why should 
even this degraded being wish to exaggerate the circumstances 
he was only employed to ascertain? To fulfil his commission 
was all that he could be expected to do. He must be paid for 
his infamy ; but why should he voluntarily increase his guilt? 
It is certainly unfortunate that a man can be bribed to mis- 
chief ; but it would be still worse for humanity, if the propen- 


fsity to guilt was such that it could be entered into with such 


alacrity from the pleasure it would confer. Happily, however, 
this is not the case. Not even the lowest wretches are demons 
of so black a die; and we are irresistibly compelled to believe 
that those who must be bribed to betray, must be bribed muck 
higher to stimulate to additional guilt, and then to fabricate ex- 
agyerated statements of it. Yet this is confessed to have been 
done ; and confessed too, by a committee appointed to examine 
the reports that have been made by the Ministers: and this 
committee is also composed of Ministers, and-of the friends of 
the Ministers ; and upon such a confession, they found the con- 
clusion, ‘(that the time is not arrived, when the safety of the 
“ country can be left to the ordinary operation of the laws.” 

A sirong ground of suspicion against the Ministers is the 
j fone when these dangerous cflervescences of the treasonable 
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portion of the community break forth. They always occur 
when some eflect is to be produced—when their theatrical ca- 
recris to be illustrated, or developed. Thus, when the first 
suspension was proposed, the juggle was assisted’ by ‘all the 
idle tales, and silly papers, that could be crammed into their 
green bag, which was to reverse the incident of Pandora's 
box, by way of parody, to produce a little novelty. Lrom 
the one, all the evils of the general: world are said to have 
issued :—-into the other, all the evils of the British political 
hemisphere were deposited for security ; until it might picase 
the Ministers or the Crown to distribute them amongst 
their dependents, to promote the general good, by the horrible 
display of the dreadful ‘ treasons, stratagems, and spoils,” 
which were at work against them. In order toscare the old 
women, and men in their dotage of all ages, one Ministerial 


confound 





Member pullec out a most awfuloath, andswore, 
him, but ‘‘ it was a most tremendous and dangerous affair, 
« that any body should take such a horrible oath to promote bro- 
« therhood and good will amongst people who differed in politics 
“from his Majesty's Ministers!” Another covered his eyes 
with his handkerchicf,— 


“6To hide the @luods of tears he did not shed '” 


and lamented in language properly arranged with panses, 
aud filled with exclamations, the progress of infidelity, and 
the blasphemous publications of the day! which tended to 
destroy ail veneration for religion, by ridiculing the ridiculous 
creed of St. Athanasius! Another said the old laws were 
quite inadequate, and therefore vo new ones could avail—and 
therefore we should in future be governed without law—and 
as the present Ministers could not govern by the law, they 
ought to be allowed to govern without the law; for which 
purpose they were the best Ministers in all the world. 
Scotland was declared on the very brink of rebellion, and yet 
no rebels have been discovered, even by proceedings as unjust 
as they were arbitrary. Although Manchester was said to be 
the very focus of insurrection—although the time was said to 
be discovered when it was fixed to envelope the town in 
‘ames—although the very signal of the conspirators was said 


to be betrayed to the magistrates, and the committee said ta 
+ ) 


| disaffected clubs: inquiry was made by persons competent ; 
and the LIE DIRECT was given to the charge. Yet this 
vas one of the grounds of the first suspension. We have 
already noticed and condemned in the strongest terms, the 
folly and the falsehoods contained in the first reports presented 
by the two committees to both Houses ; but the present sur 
passes them, if it be possible, in infamy, by the unblushing 
avowel of the means which have been sanctioned, if not 
directed, by the agents of the Ministry. Is it not a matter ot 
horrible surprise, that in England it should be avowed, while 
the severity of the general distress is uncxampled, and indi- 
vidual misery so extreme as to be unprecedented, that ‘* the 
“* language and conduct of persons who have apparently ex- 
‘« raved in these criminal transactions, but with the view of 
«* obtaining information, and imparting it to magistrates, or 
‘the Sceretary of State, have, in some instances, hed the 
‘ eflect of encorraging those designs which it was intended 
** they should be only the ins/ruments of detecting.” Here is 
a fair confession of a CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE 
WRETCHED! By the Ministers? Oh, no! by the agents of 
the Ministry. But.is there no guilt in employing such agency ? 
Do not those who employ it participate in the crime? 
These circumstances recal to our memory the blood-meney 
conspirators of infamous memory, who are not yet hanged— 
who have never been the chject of niinisterial censure---who 
have not elicited the pious indignation of the statesman, who 
can startle at the parody of an insipid or ridiculous creed, and 
look calmly at the perjury and blasphemy (for if there be 

such a crime as blasphemy, it is the guilt of calling the God 

of Heaven to witness as truth, that which is false) of his host 

of spies and informers. An anecdote of one of these worthy 

auxiliaries of an administration like the present, was related 

by General Matthew, in the House of Commons, on Friday 

night. He called to the recollection of some of the partizans 

of the administration connected with the affairs of Ireland, 

aman named Reynolds, who had run through the career of 

infamy as a spy, in Ireland, and received the reward of his 


treachery to his comrades, in an annuity of 15001. per annum. 





---who was Reynolds, Esq. a treeholder of Middlesex, 


and who had actually sat as one of the grand jurors, and 





have been seized in the very act of deliberation, yet, strange 
to say, all has been falsived by the subsequent conduct of | 
those who were said to have been thus mtormed. We have 
10 prosecutions for treason—n®o indictments for sedition ; the 
Mi ae ° .. — fl 
inisters and their agents acre not put one of them upon the ‘ 


; ; i 
judgment of a jury; and yet upon these rumours they sus- f 


preterred a bill of indictment against Watson, and the persons 


aceased with him of High Treason!!! Is it not enough to 


stveli every vein to bursting, to know that such a speeies of 


F cutrapping into guilt should be encouraged by any state—that 


any iman should be found callous enougit to wish to maintain 


his own advantage at such a price? Rather than purchase 


pended the only bulwark of our iibertics. They even made power by such means, and retain it by such practices, his 


eccusations that had no shadow of foundation, ‘The city of fSatannic majesty would resign the empire of the infernal 


Norwich was designated by name as one of the centres ot | regions, and pray tor the obscurity of contempt, 
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and that the distribution of a few shiltugs would be 
enough to secure the blood-money tor as many victims 


Upon the trial of Watson, who is fortumately acquitted of 
the charge of high treason, and restored:to his numerous and 
expecting family, another monster has appeared, who is a 
worthy compeer of the grand juror above mentioned, This 
man’s name is Castles; and as Mr. Reynolds, it appears, Is 
now about to be forwarded as the British Consul General to 
Malta, for his past services to the state, including his rebellion, 
and his bringing odher rebels to deserved punishment ; perhaps 
Mr. Castles may also be equipped with aa annuity for foreign 
place among the representatives of the 

We cannot but confess, that this re- 


service, and take 

British nation abroad ! 
presentation of the nation in foreign countries would be al- 
most as perfect as the representation at home; might we, 
however, be permitted to anticipate the scene of his exertions, 
we should say that Sydney Cove would be the most appropriate. 
The charity of the ministry, at least, deserves some commen- 
dations since they will clothe and feed any scoundrel who ean 
be brought to betray his fellows, or to seduce the undesigning. 
This week has been fortunately fertile in the discovery of thee 
means by which the administration obtain intelligence of the 
treasons at which they pretend to be alarmed ; although they 
cause them by the infernal agency which they assert they em- 
ploy for their detection, A fellow named Oliver, of whom 
the Kditor knows something, has been confessed by Lord Liver- 
peol to be a government spy, as he is called. He should have 
been called a government conspirator; for it appears that he 
formed the plan—/e taid down the means of execution—he 
assembled the meeting —and he had arranged with the cavalry 
to arrest his colleagues and himself! It will be recollected 
that it was attributed to Major Cartwright, the venerable fa- 
ther of reform, as matter of most serious reproach, that he 
had occasioned the preparation of a great number of Petitions, 
against grievanees that are devouring the country. What re- 
proach then is due to these manufueturers otf sedition, which 
the Ministers confess themselves to be, by their agents, who 
wander about the country with lies in their mouths, and the 
most detestable villany in their hearts, to raise the last gasp 
of hunger into execrations upon the system that has famished 
the people: and then betray them to the vengeance of the 
laws that are left to punish, in the absence of those that might 
have been capable of protecting ? These wretches, who are 
ealled spies, but who are the REAL TRAITORS, of the se- 
cond order, know full well the nature of the misery that pre- 
vails in the districts to which they resort to betray the wretched 
ito their ‘ bloody lair!” They know that the anguish of 
hunger, and the ravages of famine, have stifled the voice of 
prudence, and overcome the suggestions of reason. ‘These 
wretches know that the prospect of one full meal is sufficient 


to their villany. The very promise of a day of hope, 
for the present clonded with the darkest despair, is 
enough to waken the langnid energies of the sinking 
thousands, who cannot see the guilt of endeavouring to 
sustain that existence, which the benevolent Father of all in- 
tended for a blessing to his creatures. ‘The tamults in Derby, 
Nottingham, and the vicinity, appear all to have originated in the 
sume cause—the employment of spies to delude men into error, 
that they might become _ object of punishment. By the 
report of the “unhap py and distressed objects, who have been 
induced to hope that riot might redress their grievances, it 
appears that they have uniformly expected at every resting- 
place to be joined by thousands. Upon this expectation the 
Times pertinently reasons thus :---‘¢ Who could have led then 
‘on by the unfounded assurances of this nature? Not 
“friends. Not men engaged in the same projects! There is 
** every reason to believe that the late disturbances in Not- 
‘¢ tinghamshire and Derbyshire originated in a plot of so hellish 
” a description, that we do not think the language of salem 
‘“< supplies a name for it. It now appears that an agent fron 
«¢ London (Oliver) went down and traversed these dis stricts, 
“exciting the unhappy people, alrcady labouring under the 
severest pressure of want, to seditious and turbnient meet- 
‘ings; inflamed them by false accounts of brother conspira+ 
‘tors in London; led them on by the hopes that bodies of 
«the disaffected waited their arrival at particular stations : in 
«* the mean time gave information to Government, ne doubt ex- 
© aygerated ken. of the state of those tumuits which he had 
excited: betrayed the wretched men whom he had cor- 
rupted: aud when eleven delegates whom he had assembled 
«* were scized, he, the decoy-duck, was allowed to escape for 
‘¢ the perpetr: ation of fresh treasons ; and the other ten were, on 
« the information of this monster, conveyed to Waketeld gi al.” 
Nothing that we have heard of the Government of Napoleon ean 
exceed this, in point of moral enormity ; and we call upon the 
} people and the legislature to mark a proper abhorrence of this 
violent and atrocious attempt to introduce a system of govern~ 
ment too detestable and abominable to be for a moment tole- 
rated in a state that enjoys any degree of rational liberty. The 
jury who have acquitted Watson have set a noble example to 
all future juries, where the witnesses for the Crown shali con- 
sist of wretches who have entitled themselves te the protection 
of the Ministry, by hanging and transporting the former ac- 
complices of their crimes---where those witnesses have beet 
paid, fed, and clothed for their testimony to take away the 
lives of those accused --and where a perverse administration is 
compelled to seek for guilt in others to Justity their own mis- 
conduct. We exult in the verdict of Not Guilty which has !i- 
berated the others, while it has rescued Watson from perjured 
villany, more on account ef the death-blow that we hope it 
will give to persecutions upon hired evidence, than even on ac- 
count of the interest we take in the welfare and deliverance of 
aman ‘* more sinned against than sinning.” 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The proposal of R. N. is respectfully declined. 

To the congratulations of a great number of readers, the Editor can 
only return his thanks, and wish that he had more essentially served 
the cause in which he is embarked. 

The State Trials being now ended, the Editor hopes his Trial will be 


} ready for publication in a few days. 
It is intended next week to add a Wrapper to the Black Dwarf, for 








to tewpt to the commission of many an act of violence ; 
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329 
TALES OF A POLITICAL MOUSE, 
(NO. I.) 

Tu following tales require but little apology. At a time 
when so many rats have distinguished themselves by walking 
on their hinder legs into a certain assembly, and lifting up 
their fore-paws against the testimony of truth and justice, it 
cannot be wondered at that a general spirit of emulation 
should have been excited among their fellow quadrupeds ; the 
ioeubrations, therefore, of a literary mouse, who appears to 


peassess intelligence and a Jove of liberty, and to carry his 


views 
ends and cheese-parings, may not be altogether uninteresting 


of patriotism beyond the bare contemplation of candle- 


io a public, by whose liberality the horses at Astley’s, and the 
wolves of a larger house, are well furnished with provender.--- 
The capitol was saved by geese ; and surely there may be some 
utility in the puny e torts of a mouse to nibble the meshes of 


corruption and undue influence in which the British lion is 
involved. 
Thrice happy are we mice beyond 
The tyrant man, of power so fond, 
Who'd give his ears to gain our knowledge,. 
More precious than the stores of college ; 
In secrets ever interloping, 
Which the proud human heart lay open, 
And show that we poor mice, though dumb things, 
Are guite as big as men in some things, 
Just so illusions are dispell‘d, 
When brats who puppets have beheld, 
Learn by their nurse’s goodly chatter, 
They’re moved by wires, not living matter, 
How oft we mice explore the cells, 
Where the cowl’d saintly sinner dwells, 
And see Lis reverend worship there, 
Engaged in any thing but prayer: 
How oft the monarch’s throne get under, 
And at the pomp of levees wonder ; 
Then follow him to his recess, 
Where the loose nymph Voluptuousness, 
With bosom half unveil’d receives him, 
And Bacchus’ flowing goblet gives him,, 
Steeping each pearl of patriot treasure, 
In her dissolving cup of pleasure. 
How oft we penetrate the bower, 
Where, in the langiud nvon-tide hour, 
Her easy couch the fair one presses, 
Her zone unloosed, unbound her tresses, 
Humming a love song, or at studies 
For the next flounce, commode, or bodice. 
All privacies we have access to; 
We hear what men in power express through 
Their cabinet deliberations 
On soldiers’ caps, or wars of nations, 
On ex-officios, new suspenaions, - 
On plots made up, of all dimensions, 
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To suit cach purpose of alarm, 

When freedom they resolve to harm; 

We steal upon great lawyers schemings, 
Aud bear them in their midnight dreamtmgs, 
Cursing, in visionary fury, 

Some bold defence, or honest jury 3 

Into some dungeon oft we stray, 

Where Tyranny immures his prey 5 
Where youthfal Evans wastes his prime, 
Ability his only creme ; 

Or proud to vindicate the cause 

OF equal rights to equal laws, 

The brave defender of the press 

Smiles at oppression’s littleness. 

But useless farther recitation 

OF our vast means of information. 

While sheep decide a nation’s fate, 

And asses draw the car of state, 

"Tis not ambition reprehensible, 

That mice, of public danger sensible, 
Some wholesome truths should dare advance, 
To rouse a nation from its trance. 

As flappers in Laperta’s isle, 

Where Gulliver sojourn’d awhile, 

Dispel, with well-placed blows emphatical, 


Their master’s visions mathematical, 


NIP. 











THE WATERLOO MAN. 
Tunr—** Jessie of Dumblaine.” 


The voice of content from our shores now is banish’d, 
Distress and fell want hover baleful around ; 
Together bas patience with industry vanish’d, 
And palsied’s the arm that should culture the ground, 
Humanity sickens to hear of the glory 
Achiev’d on the day the dread slaughter began, 
That gave to each soldier to figure in story, 
His countrymens’ shield ; a brave Waterloo man! 


Oh! Briton, whoever, if noble thy nature, 
If haughty thy spirit, and gen’rous thy soul ; 
Oh! court not the title that parts (like a traitor) 
The honours of war fromits consequent dole. 
By the tears of the widow, the moans of the aged, 
The orphan, the lover, the hale, and the wan 5 
By the agony felt and the furor that raged, 
Beshrew thee the name of a Waterloo man! 


Oh! call it not glory to murder your species, 
To pillage their houses, or plunder their store ; 
Be rather recorded, the valour that teaches 
Defence from oppression for th’ unfriended poor. 
Say, where is the glorious advantage predicted 
To Britain by those who supperted the plan, 
Which on justice and right such outrage infiicted, 
That freedom now owns not the Waterloo man ? 


June Ugth, 1817. W. HH, 
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Continuation of Brutus’ Address to a Noble Statesman. 





However tardy may have been his energy, and however re- 
luctant his exertion, yet it must be acknowledged, that when 
the beacon of war blazed on. the confines of Muscovy, he ap- 
peared to be animated with a spark of its promethean flame, 
and exhilirated by the radiauce of its beams. Loans, subsi- 
dies, and gifts, were lavished with the most destructive prodi- 
gality.. However ruinous this system might be to the domestic 
economy of the nation, yet the politician could not but ap- 
prove of his efforts to bring the long protracted war to a 
conclusion by any means. Hostilities in the Peninsula were 
also at this period carried on with judicious spirit. The tem- 
pestuous storm of war at length ccased, and the twilight of 
peace dawned in the horizon. But even those who applauded 
his late exertions, which had mainly contributed to the suc- 
cessful result, could not but admit, that had they been exer- 
cised many years before, a similar result would have been 
effected proportionably sooner; and millions of valuable lives 
might have been spared. He now appeared in a new charac- 
ter, that of a negociator. The preliminaries of peace were 
such as any Westminster school boy might have arranged ; 
for every important consideration was referred to a general 
Congress. In this assemblage he was intrusted with the 
interests of the British nation. Alas! what a2 melancholy 
proof does this furnish, of the folly or delinquency of that 
Cabinet, which had selected so weak a minister, and so bad a 
ian, as its representative ! He was here treated with the 
most marked, and certainly with the most deserved contempt. 
Livery sovereign appeared to remember, that he was only 
raised to his present rank because men of more splendid ta- 
lents and elevated sentiments had refused the station which 
could only be acquired by a prostitution of abilities, and a de- 
sertion of principles. Every representative appeared to feel 
disgraced by on association with hins whose elevation to power 
had been but‘an exposure to contempt ; whose incapacity had 
been publicly proclaimed, and whose errors had been publicly 
recorded. A contemplation of his services here will cause the 
blush of indignation to banish the smile of contempt. ‘They 
may be thus briefly stated:---The King of Saxony had com- 
mitted an act which was morally right, although i was politi- 
cally wrong; that of adhering with fidelity to ‘bis falling 
master, For this he was deprivce of bis crowa, at: the instiga- 
tion of the British Minister ; who, in every trétisaction of his 
life, appeared to deprecate the combination of morality with 
politics. The transferment of Poland to Russia, of Italy to 
Austria, of the German States to Prussia, and of .Nerway to 
Sweden, was permitted by him, without remenstwance. He 
ofered no opposition to the establishment of three members vi 





the Bourbon family on three European thrones, By this. 
glaring political error, the balance of Europe would decidedly 
preponderate against England, if those three sovereigns were 
not incapable, from weakness, of injuring any but their own 
subjects. We have fortunately nothing to fear from them, 
till they have conquered their own people. He had not spirit 
to demand the repayment of those enormous loans which 
were furnished to Austria and other powers, to enable them to 
betray our cause, and mock our credulity. The domestic in- 
terests of his country were mest shamefully neglected, or ra- 
ther most weakly abandoned. he high and commanding 
influence which the unexampled skill and valour of our armies, 
and the lavish distribution of our wealth, should have procured 


for us, was entirely disregarded. A man of very moderate capa- 


city must have foreseen, that inconsequence of the uninterrupted 
communication which would naturally take place between Eng- 
land and the Continent, when the brand of war was quenched in 
the blood of the people, that certain stipulations for the free 
importation of the staple commodities of this country would be 
indispensable. Yet the man who represented a manufacturing 
and commercial nation, in all the multifarious and voluminous 
treaties of which he was a party, made not one clause in which 
a commercial object was noticed, except that which permitted 
the King of France to continue the odions traffic in human 
beings for five years. The consequence of this was, that such 
enormous duties were imposed on British manufactures, by 
the ungrateful sovereigns whom England had either placed or 
maintained on their thrones, that their introduction was in 
effect prohibited. This was a principal cause of the heart- 
rending distress which subsequently appeared. The enly in- 
demnification for the past and seevrity for the future which 
was procured for England, was the possession of Hanover. 
This, this was the sole advantage, the honour and glory oxy 
excepted, that England obtained by one of the longest, most 
bloody, end most ruinous wars whic bad ever stained its 


annals. The escape of Napoleon trom Liba interrupted the 


felonious proceedings of the royal and diplomatic plunderers- 


While this notable assembly was engaged in feasts, balls, pcr- 
ties of pleasure, and robberies, the indefatigable exile arranged 
every preparatory measure for ari invasion of France, in wncis- 
turbed security, His speedy reassumption of the Gallic throne, 
and the rapid and disgraceful flight oz tne imbecile, being who 
called himself King of France by divine right, gave the Minis- 
ter a specious pretext for mvolving the country in anoiber 


war, ‘This was indisputably the most unjust and unnecessary 


in which the folly of a statesman or the ambition of a :aonarch 


had ever plunged this country. It was indeed a crusade or 
hired assassins, agaimst a people who had dared to assert tbc 


rights and attributes of human nature, ‘Lhe ivtcation of ln 





333 


sing a sovereign on the French nation was positively dis- 
claimed by the Minister ; yet when the statue of liberty was 
hurled from its pedestal, and broken in pieces on the plains of 
Waterloo, Louis marched in the rear of the victorious tyrants 
and their hirelings, and again styled himself King of France.* 
The sense of the nation was most decidedly expressed against 
any interference in the domestic concerns of France, and was, 
as usual, utterly despised by the Minister. The corrupt in- 
fluence he possessed in that House which professed to repre- 
sent the nation, enabled him to carry his designs into effect. 
The resources of an impoverished country, torn by the hand | 
of oppression from the enfcebled grasp of frugal and exhausted 
industry, were again lavished by him with the most destructive 
prodigality. The torrent of corruption bore down the bulwark 
of liberty, and Trance was enslaved. It appeared to be his 
endeavour to reduce the character of England to a level with 
his own. A most odious breach of faith is chargeable to it 
by his means. 
insisted upon by the French, and conceded by tke allies, that 


On the capitulation of Paris, it was expressly 


no person should be molested or punished for any part he 
might have taken in the late political events. Yet the san- 


, unsatiated by the blood of the thousands 





guinary vulture 
who were murdered in his quarrels, required that of the cele- 
brated Marshal Ney to glut his ferocious appetite. The gal- 
Jant hero appealed to the conquerors who had signed the ca- 
pitulation, and claimed the protection which the above stated 
clause had secured to him. To the indelible disgrace of the. 
British General, he was answered by a paltry evasion; and by 
a wretched quibble, the spirit of the article was rendered in 
direct opposition to its letter. It can form no excuse for the 
commander who thus stained his well-earned laurels with the 
blood of 2 murdered rival, that he acted under the direction of 
a minister. 

His conduct towards the King of Spain, whom no terms of 
execration can sufficiently stigmatize, demands a brief recital. 
ihe gallant Spanish patriots, who had carried on hostilities 
with unabated spirit against the invaders, under the most 
appalling disadvantages, were, on the return of the monster 
whose throne they had preserved, basely murdered by the 


Labg 


s of an executioner, or suffered the ignominious punish- 
nent of the vilest felons. Yet so far was he from resenting 
OF protesting against these horrid enormities, that he applied 
gross and scurrilous language to those who bad reprobated 
them with becoming indignation ; palliated, and even defended 
his conduct. 


an that consummated his ingratitude, and proclaimed. 


a7 a : : as ' 
A French wag, who, more philosophically than Louis, traces the 


Causes of great events, wrote on the walls of his palace, ‘* Louis, 


The prohibition of British manufactures, was 
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Roi le France, par la grace de— 500,000 bayonets clrangers. 
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his hostility to England. Yet, this and other insults were 
borne with tameness by the statesman, whose sympathetic 
attachment appeared to grow stronger in proportion with 
Ferdinand’s weakness of policy, and the depravity ot his 
nature. Par nobile fratrum. His domestic conduct is next 
to be considered; and it will be found equally destitute of 
judgment and of principle. Indeed the whole tenour of his 
conduct appeared to be dictated by a spirit of revenge against 
the people who had so loudly proclaimed his incapacity. By 
the artifices of corruption, a majority of the House of Com- 
mons was always subservient to him. The sale of seats ~was 
openly detected, and unblushingly acknowledged. 


species of villany and fraud was protected from punishment. 


Every 


Every wish that was common to the whole people, was 
successfully opposed by him. Places, pensions, and sinecures 
were multiplied, in times of the most poignant general distress. 
Salaries were raised, and appointments created, with no other 
possible view than that of defying the voice of the people. 
An immense standing army, the suspension of the act which 
secures personal liberty, the subserviency of the magis- 
trates and judges, and the contincment of the press, enabled 
him to tyrannize with impunity. To particularize the various 
acts of oppression, cruelty, and injustice, which were com- 
mitted by him in his domestic capacity, would fill volumes. 
To sum up his character briefy, he was odious as a man, 
contemptible as a minister—cetested at home, and despised 
The laurels which adorned him, were torn from the 
The 
his greatness, is the tomb that covers his country’s happiness. 
Brourvs. 


abroad. 


grave of murdered freedom. monument that records 
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To Mr. T. J. Wooler, Editor of the Black Dwarf, 
Sir, 
An argument, which appears to have escaped you, in your 
very eloquent defence, has struck me so forcibly as affording a 
most conclusive answer to the mis-application of that absurd 
maxim in law, “ that truth is no justification of libel,” to the 
case of public animadversion and public censure upon the cen- 
duct of public men, that I cannot forbear submitting it to you, 
both in the hope that if it appear as conclusive to you, as it does 
to me, it may prove of service to you jn any further defence 
you may have to make, and also that by meas of your talents, 
the hint may be so enlarged upon, end improved, as to ensure 
to it public attention, froza its importance, and public convic- 
tion, from its truth: the argument, then, that I] would insist 
upon is this :— 
That as the Ministers are the r.ckhnowledyed servants of the 


country, and the stewarcs ef the public revenue, they have no 


more claim to be exempted tio public vituperation--the censure 
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of their employers, and their masters, tha the servants of any 
otlier associated body of men---the Bank of England, for ex- 
ample---and noone will contend, that in case amember of that so- 
ciety should detect a servant in the abuse of his trust, and point 
bim out as an object of censure and punishment to the rest, that 
be would be guilty of foul and malignant calumuy, and that he 
ought to be subject to prosecution and punishment for such con- 
duct, when he had only acted in defence of himself and his co- 
partners. ‘The case of the public servants is, Ithink, perfectly j 
parallel; andas by the public exposure of their misconduct, they 
cannot .be injured in the opinion of those not interested, every 
individual having an absolute interest in the public affairs of the 
Commonwealth---they have no right to complain of injustice, 
except they can prove the accusations made against them to be 
founded in falsehood. Truth, therefore, does in this case 
afford a complete justification of libel, notwithstanding this 
maxim of law, which might, however, remain unquestioned, as 
relating to individuals in their private capacities, whether they 
were Ministers or not; as the characters of individuals, by 
beivg publicly exposed, are susceptible of injury in the minds 
of those who are in no manner affected or injured by their 
guilt, a thing impossible with respect to the public scrvants. 
To carry this idea further, the ministers have not alone no 


right to complain, when their misconduct is exposed, but it is | 


impudence and insolence for them to complain ; and with what 
terms can the language supply me, with which to characterize 
their conduct, when they prosecute or persecute, and punish 
their masters, for finding fault with thcir measures > What 
would be said, if a societyof men, employing stewards of 
their revenues, complaining of gross mismanagement and 
abominable misapplication of their funds, and threatening to 
appoint new stewards, or to transact their concerns themselves, 
were to be told by them, No! you shail not turn us out ; we 
will abuse our trust. You are a sect of atheistical vaillains, 
who are impatient of paying us our salarics ; but yon shall 
payus. We have bought your committee of superintendence, 
and they now enjoy the plunder along with us. We have 
bought them with your money, and we pay them with your 
money ; but it were better for you to suffer patiently, for if 
you dare even to petition us not to rob you of your all, this 
committee, which we have bought with your money, shall de- 
cide that you shall be pillaged, and that your mouths shail be 
gagged, and your arms tied behind you, if you do not submit 
freely and contentedly to our impositions. And we, your ser” 
‘rants, have to inform you farther, that with your money we 
have hired a set of bullies and bludgeon-men, and if you dare 
to attempt to release yourselves from your fetters, we shall 
give them orders to knock out your brains. Need an applica- 


tion be drawn ? 


My anxiety to Submit these ideas to the public, through the 
medium of a person capable by his eloquence to place them in 
the strongest point of view, to which I may add, awish that 
they might prove of service to that individual in his present 
persecution, will, J trust, plead my excuse for troubling you 
with this essay. 
Iam, Sir, your admirer, 

CA IRA, 





, 


To Mr. T. J. Wooler, Editor of the Black Dwarf. 


Sir, 
Perhaps the following may serve to show to your readers, 
by what means the spirit of liberty is influenced among 


the more untutored asserters of freedom in Spanish and 


Portuguese America. 
The negroes of the West Indies have among them various 
simple and beautiful songs, either embodying some mourntul 
tale of love and affection, or the enthusiasin of liberty and 
patriotism. The following words are composed to a tuve 
possessing peculiar beauty from its simple wildness, and a 
favourite dance among the Barbadian negroes. The song is 
descriptive of the sentiments and feelings of the Coromantecs, 
a fine people, tiie most warlike of all the midland Africans. 
The instruments described are the benta, or guitar, of a loud 
and sweet tone, with which they generally amuse themselves 
in their mirthful moments ; and the tovtoo, or war pipe, of a 
mournful, yet inciting sound, which is always played in their 
animated butile dance. These people, when a little roused, 
are so impatient of slavery, that the West Indian magistracy 
are very particular in tie nature of their amusements. 
When the merry viol’s sounding, 
Thriliing with a dulcet measure, 
Ev'ry bosom will be bounding, 
Ev'ry eye be bright with pleasure ; 
Then shall mirth all smiling reign, 
Sorrow shail forget its pain, 
Slav’ry that it wears a chain, 
Dreaming on its tortures never. 


But when wild the war-pipe’s breathiuig, 
Telling many a mournful story ; 
When the frantic dance is wreathing, 
Rousing us to deeds of glory ; 
Vengeance, at the plaintive strai:, 
Shall arise in arms again ; 
SJav’ry burst its clanking chain, 
And sweet freedom live for ever. 
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